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Policy 1

50 wds

Air Quality Assessments (AQA)
must be submitted for any
development proposal within or
adjacent to an Air Quality
Management Area (AQMA).

Nice and succinct

New development located within
or adjacent to an AQMA must
ensure that users are not
significantly adversely affected by
the air quality within that AQMA.

And correspondingly no
differentiated performance
expectations.

Scope is constrained to AQMAs
AQ emissions concerns are not
explicitly defined or differentiated.

No explicit mention of mitigation

No mention of contributions.

Policy 2

442 wds

Applications for large new developments, such as housing, shopping, employment,
health or leisure proposals, must be able to demonstrate that they will reduce
dependence on the private car by providing for more environmentally friendly modes
of transport.

A lot of words

In particular, a proposal must demonstrate that: a) it is well related to the
primary road network, and: b) i) within an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA),
defined in Appendix K, and does not compromise the achievements of air quality
improvement targets and; ii) outside an AQMA it does not give rise to an
unacceptable increase in vehicular traffic, air pollution or parking on the public
highway; and c) it is immediately accessible to existing or proposed pedestrian,
cycle and public transport networks; and d) adequate provision is made for car and
cycle parking in accordance with the standards set out in Appendix E; and e)
measures are incorporated to control traffic speeds and provide appropriate
priority and a safe environment for pedestrians and cyclists; and f) it does not give
rise to an unacceptable deterioration in air quality.

Headline aims and intent are
obscured by the detail

Planning applications exceeding the site area and traffic generation thresholds set
out in Appendix F of the Plan should be accompanied by evidence of the likely
traffic impact on the public highway. Planning applications for developments at
which more than 30 persons will be employed, and particularly high trip generating
development should be accompanied by a Green Travel Plan (see Appendix F).

Identifies specific measures and
interventions, which are to be
considered.

Proposals for development in an AQMA required to assess their impact on air
quality. Proposals for development outside an AQMA will be required to assess
their impact on air quality, where: a) there is a cumulative significant impact of
traffic generation (an increase of more than 5% traffic flow) or b) there is a
significant number (300 or more spaces) of additional parking to be provided, or c)
coach and lorry parking is to be provided, or d) there is already a recognised
congestion or air quality problem in the area, or e) there will potentially be
significant emissions to the air from sources other than traffic.
When considering the air quality impacts from developments, it is important that
full account is taken of impacts on recreational areas such as parks, gardens,
play areas and open spaces. In addition, when considering future locations for such
facilities, it is important that full account is taken of the existing air quality.

Where mitigation measures are required as a direct result of new development,
applicants will be requested to enter a S106 agreement to implement measures to
offset any increase in local pollutant emissions, and/or make an appropriate
financial contribution towards improvement measures or air quality monitoring.

Addresses all sites, not just those
directly relating to AQMAs

Makes explicit mention of potential
contributions
Unclear on performance expectations
– especially with regards levels of
emissions reduction or mitigation to
be achieved.

Policy 3

85 wds

Development proposals that have the
potential to adversely impact on air
quality will be required to incorporate
measures to mitigate or offset their
emissions and impacts, in accordance
with the district Low Emission Strategy
and associated guidance documents.

In areas where air quality is a matter of
concern, development proposals must
not exacerbate air quality beyond
acceptable levels.

Nice and succinct
Working back from the
associated SPD this is clearly an
‘AQ and emissions’ approach

Emphasis on emissions mitigation
Uses of emission calculations to
design/assess mitigation and
overall site performance
Aims and intent do not leap out
from the policy itself due to
limited detail and specifics

132 words

LEP Standard Text (draft)
All development proposals must seek to minimise the
associated emission of harmful air pollutants during
both construction and operational phases. They must
also avoid causing or worsening a breach of air quality
limits, or exposing those who use and occupy the site
to unacceptable adverse exposure.

The developer must take these aims into account with
regards choice of location and general site design. They
are also likely to need to apply additional on-site
mitigation and where the latter is not sufficient to
meet the policy aims, a further financial contribution
towards local air quality management and off-site
emissions reduction may then be required.
Accompanying guidance provides advice on site
classification, design, mitigation and demonstration of
performance levels. This includes the appropriate use
of three corresponding types of assessment for
emissions, concentration and exposure.
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Summary
In 130 words, we can describe the policy space. And communicate the key
principles of the approach, in a simple understandable way and being
particularly careful over areas where we are moving away from what
people may be more used to.
- Establish the geographical scope (all sites)
- Identify three distinct concerns and performance requirements
- Introduce domains of compliance and concept of contributions.
- Note corresponding Assessment methods.
- Signpost the relevant guidance
A core checklist as to what the policy needs to establish, so that the SPD
and the approach overall can do its job.
Word count allowing there may be good arguments for adding additional
details and specifics to this.
Though always we need to consider the impact on clarity, transparency
and balance.
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